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ICAR IISS Bhopal celebrated "Annadata Devo Bhava"75 Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav: National
Workshop on Natural Farming for Sustainable Agriculture & Environmenton 24™April 2022

ICAR-IISS Bhopal organized a National Workshop entitled "Natural Farming for Sustainable
Agriculture & Environment" on 24™ April 2022 at the institute premises to commemorate " Annadata
Devo Bhava". The event was celebrated in a hybrid mode as a part of the “AzadiKa Amrit Mahotsav” to
commemorate 75 Years of India’s Independence. In the inaugural address, Chief Guest Shri Vishnu Khatri,
Hon'ble MLA emphasized on the importance of natural farming for sustainable agriculture with reduced
input costs and higher premium price for the produce. In his welcome address, Dr. R. Elanchezhian, PS &
Organizing Secretary gave a brief introduction and importance of the workshop under current perspectives.
Dr.Ashok K. Patra, Director, ICAR-IISS addressed the dignitaries, farmers and online attendees on the
significance of natural farming for soil health improvement under future climate change environment. He
further emphasized that natural farming are key component to enhance crop productivity for doubling
farmers’ income.

The technical session on Natural Farming chaired by Dr. SK Sharma, Director Research, RVSKVV,
Gwaliorand Co-Chaired by Dr. SR Mohanty was held in the forenoon session.The session started with the
keynote address by Dr. N Ravisankar, ICAR-IIFSR Modipuram on the topic "Natural Farming in India:
An Overview". He appraised the detailed input characterization done at various centres under natural
farming and asserted the need for development of standards and certification of produce. Dr. Baljeet Singh
Saharan, HAU Hisar delivered the keynote address on "Microbial activities in Natural Farming " and
elaborated the role of microbial community in nutrient transformation and release. A keynote address on "
Natural Farming for Soil Health: Prospects & Constraints” was given by Dr. Ashok K. Patra, Director,
ICAR-IISS. He emphasized on judicious diversion of land for natural farming based on niche area and
crops coupled with minimum compromise on productivity.

In the afternoon, a Panel discussion was conducted which was chaired by Dr. PP Shashtri, Ex-Dean, COA,
RVSKVV, Khandwa, MP and Co-Chaired by Dr. P. Dey, ICAR IISS. The panel discussion comprised of
eminent speakers viz. Dr. S Bhaskar, ADG (AAFCC), ICAR New Delhi; Dr. SR Mohanty, NC SBB, ICAR-
IISS, Bhopal; Sh. Rajesh Chaturvedi, DDA Agri, MP; Dr. AB Singh, ICAR IISS, Bhopal; Sh. Padam Singh
Thakur, IMC Member ICAR-IISS, Sh. Krishnapal Lodhi, Progressive Farmer, Narsinghpur and Sh
Manohar Patidar, Progressive farmer from Bhopal. Thereafter, discussion was held among the participants
on the prospects of Natural Farming and way forward for sustainable agriculture. Dr. AK Vishwakarma,
PS & Co-Organizing Secretary proposed vote of thanks at the end. The program was attended by 250
delegates including scientists & staff of the institute, students/RAs/SRFs and progressive farmers (150
offline and 100 online).
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