
Application No. 3 5 0-4/IISSiRTI/2026

To,
Dr. Rajeshwari Sinha

Centre for Science and Environment

Core 6A, 4th Floor, India Habitat Centre

Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003

Sub.: Reply to information undef RTI Act 2005- reg'

Dated 0510512026

Dear Madam,

Please find enclosed herewith the information (five pages) in reference to your RTI

application No. 350-04/IISSiRTI/2 026 dated 2710412026 (registration no. IIOSS/R/T126100002

dated 2710412026)transferred by ICAR Hqrs (Reference Number ICARFVR/T/26/00088 dated

27 I 0412026) recieved online'

Kindlyacknowledgethereceiptofthisreplyletteralongwithenclosures.

FurtheritisinformedthattheAppellateAuthorityisDirector,ICAR-IISS,Bhopalandhis

telephone no. is 0755 -2730946'

Yours sincerelY,

Encl: Information containing five pages
(R. Elanchezhian)

PS & Nodal Officer RTI cum-CPIO (Scientific)



RTI RePIY

1'WhatiscurrentfocusofDepartmentonbiochar-Noinformationavailable
2.Whatalethedifferentinitiativesbeingtakenbydepartment(under

various/schemes/projects) on promoting biochar use in agriculture- No information

available r -'r---^j+r^- +Lor rhe onrrer roting biochar'
3.Whatarechallengesandopportunitiesthatthegovemmentseesmpror

wrl improving soil health, among o{her benefits

Challenges

High initial costs of producing biochar

Setting up of pyrolysis units and ensuring consistent production quality can be

expensive'

Standardization and quality control issues

Biocharqualityvariesdependingonfeedstockandproductionmethod.

Low-cost scalable technology and supply chain constraints

Collecting biomass, transporting it, and producing-biochar at scale (low cost) remains

logisticallychallenging,especiallyinfragmentedfarmingsystems.

OPPortunitY

Improved soil health and productivity

Biochar enhances soil structure and increases water retention capacity of degraded or

coarse textured soils'It also improves pH of acid soils'

Climate change mitigation

Carbonlockedinbiocharisrecalcitrantinnatureandpersistsforverylongperiods,
supporting climate change mitigation'

Waste to wealth Potential

Agricultural residues (like stubble) can be converted into biochar instead of being

burned'

4. Are there any national policies, guidelines, standards' or manuals related to biochar at the

centralofministrylevel.Ifso,pr.u,.mentionorprovidelinksorcopies-Information
attached

5. What is the plan of the department vrryt biochar and its promoting among farmers- No

information available
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